
 

NEWSLETTER 

be trying out a Bingo game for everyone to play while 
watching the game. Don’t ask me how it works, Dave 
Franz is the one who is implemen ng the game and we 
will be beta tes ng it opening day. 

This year when you pay your 2013 membership dues you 
will receive a very nice Suncoast Browns Backers Dawg 
Tag. These Dawg Tags cost the Club a bit more than the 
cheap Chinese wristbands that we have had the last 
couple of seasons but I think you will enjoy wearing them 
and they will s ll get you your 5% discount off of your bill 
at the Stadium (not just for game days, any me you are 
there) whenever you are wearing your Dawg Tags.  

We also have unveiled a newly designed SCBB T‐Shirt. 
Order forms were emailed out and are available on game 
days.  You must order by SEPTEMBER 22ND. 

We will be having our Annual Bowling Tourney again this 
season along with our Food Raiser Events for the 
Suncoast SPCA. We have emailed everyone the Event 
Schedule and I hope we get as many of you to par cipate 
in these events as possible because without your 
par cipa on, we won’t be able to make as much for our 
chari es.  We even have scheduled Club Mee ngs and 
they are open to all members. You are encouraged to 
a end these mee ngs as your input in how the Club 
operates is very important. We are always looking for 
volunteers so if you want to help out with any or all the 
events please contact one of the Club officers and we will 
gladly put you on the list as a volunteer.  

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone next Sunday and 
let’s make this the BEST SEASON the Suncoast Browns 
Backers have ever had! 
 
Woof! 
Virgil 

www.suncoastbrownsbackers.net 

www.facebook.com/
SuncoastBrownsBackers  

September 1, 2013 
President’s Message 

  

Gree ngs Fellow Leg Li ers and Squa ers! 

Get ready, get set, and GO! We are off and running 
toward another Cleveland Browns season. This early 
season is like many others for me. I’m excited that the 
football season is once again upon us. I’m excited from 
what I saw with the Preseason Games that just ended. 
You can take that two ways, I am excited that the 
preseason is done with, as I am always bored to tears with 
preseason games, especially the fourth and last one or I 
am  excited from what I saw with the preseason in terms 
of how the team performed.  

It seems we will be seeing some exci ng football with the 
way Chud is running this team. I 
think Weeden will be a lot more 
comfortable running this Norv 
Turner offense and I think we will 
see lots of blitzing from our 
defense this year. The Browns 
might just be a sleeper team, a 
team that comes out of nowhere 
and challenges for a run into the 
playoffs! No, I haven’t lost my 
mind – I just think things are 
falling into place for the Browns a er a long, long run of 
being mediocre at best and worse most of the me. As 
long as they can stay fairly healthy, I think this Cleveland 
Browns 2013 team might just make a run at the playoffs.  

Both the Squealers and Ratbirds have go en old fairly 
quickly and I think you are going to see a role reversal in 
the AFC North. Cinncitucky and the Browns are going to 
be the be er teams over the other two rivals.  

This year is shaping up to be a great one for our Club too! 
I don’t know if you no ced, but things are running fairly 
smoothly since Brenda has volunteered her me toward 
the Club. We are becoming a well‐oiled machine that is 
cruising along and making your game day experience 
much more fun.  

The Stadium management is upgrading the TV’s in the 
large Browns room and I think you will be able to watch 
the game on a good TV no ma er where you sit. We will 



 

                  Taylor Kwiatkowski 
Tell us about yourself:  I’m a senior at East Lake High School. 
A er this year I want to go to UNF in Jacksonville and get my 
Doctorate in Physical Therapy and maybe one day get a job in 
Berea working with the Browns. But for now, I’m working part‐
me at Coral Oaks (a re rement home) in Independent Living as 

a server. As many of you know, my mom is Cathy and my 
grandma, Jean,  comes some mes. 

How and when did you become a Browns fan?  I guess you 
could say I’ve been a Browns fans since I was born, even though 
we didn’t have a team that year. I grew up 45 minutes away 
from Cleveland and nearly everyone in my family is a Browns 
fan so it was bound to happen.  

What was your most memorable moment as a Browns Fan?  My most memorable moment as a 
Browns fan was when I got to see the Browns play Bal more in Cleveland. It was November, 10 
degrees outside and snowing. We ended up losing that game but it was so great to be in a 
stadium filled with other Browns fans.  

Who is your favorite player (past or present)? Why?  Phil Dawson. Considering he’s been the 
best player we’ve had since I was old enough to sit through a Browns game. He was one of the 
best kickers in the league and the only player we could actually count on. I loved the heart he put 
into each game and how well he connected with fans.  

Which player disappointed you the most (wasted poten al, missed plays, bad a tude, etc.)? 
Eric Wright. He couldn’t cover for his life. He was almost always five yards away from whoever 
he was covering, even in the end zone. He was one of the most unreliable players I’ve seen on 
the team, and one of the cockiest. 

What do you feel was the best part of LAST season? What was the worst? The best was that 
we won more than four games for the first  me in four years. The worst was that they never 
tried any new plays, only the same throw for three yards then run up the middle two more  mes. 
They just gave up the second half of the season. 

What do you like most about watching the games with the Suncoast Browns Backers?  I love 
the people. Everyone is so nice and it’s grown to feel like a family for me. They make the losses a 
li le less bi er and the wins a li le sweeter.  

Who do you think will be the Browns’ toughest opponent this season and why? I’m going to 
go  a  different  route  and  say  themselves. Once  they  start  losing,  they  lose  hope.  I’ve  seen  it 
happen year a er year a er year. They need  to keep figh ng  instead of  just  laying down and 
giving up as soon as things start to turn south.  



 

  

By: Bill Ackerman 

Brenda asked that submi ed ar cles for 
this month’s newsle er include substance 
that makes readers excited about the new 
season.   Keeping that in mind, a er the 
advent of our expansion team, “anxiety” & 
“excitement” are virtually synonymous.  

A er yet another coaching do‐over, new ownership, new management, and a very ac ve 
free agency followed by a dra  that le  us with as many ques ons as answers, Browns fans are again 
having to test their love and faith as Clevelanders against the modern legacy of a team that has produced 
letdown a er letdown.  The fact that we exist in a division where two of our fiercest rivals seem to have 
built quality organiza ons that produce well year a er year doesn’t make it any easier. 

Of course the Browns were not alone in their quest to rebuild, as there was a post‐2012‐season flurry of 
ac vity to assemble a new coaching staff in compe on with several other teams needing the same kind 
of makeover.  The same promises have been made, and with the legal system as a metaphor, ownership 
will present its case with the new season, and Browns fans will judge and render their verdict by the me 
the playoffs approach.  Certainly we saw a very ac ve role by management in free agency.  With so many 
needs, it became apparent that the ini al focus was going to be on defense, especially the front 
seven.  New faces Kruger, Groves, and Bryant have definitely strengthened that unit, giving us enough 
depth to compete with any team in the league, and Bess seemingly adds a much‐needed possession 
receiver to the offense. 

The most glaring needs for the dra , given a dearth of talented QBs, seemed to be at CB and OG.  When 
the Browns dra ed 6th, many of us were delighted that Alabama’s two talents,  Dee Milliner at CB and 
Chance Warmack at OG, were s ll available.  That was followed by a “wait‐a‐minute” surprise as LB 
Barkevious Mingo was dra ed.  It was hard to be excited, since two crucial posi ons had not been 
addressed and we had no second round pick.  The rest of the dra  was non‐even ul, and we were 
essen ally told the dra  contained li le talent for current needs, so the best bet was to stockpile choices 
for next year. 

Looking at the preseason, the Browns do indeed seem to be a be er team.  Players in general seem 
happy with the new system and coaching staff.  It does appear that they are u lizing team strengths and 
finding ways to protect areas of weakness.  Weeden has withstood his new 
compe on, and shown some strengths but s ll some vulnerability.  He 
generally has young receivers with a li le more experience who have 
exhibited poten al talent.  Losing Josh Gordon the first two games is a 
handicap, but hopefully Travis Benjamin will s ll provide a deep threat, and 
undra ed Troy Gurley has looked good in exhibi ons.  The only new RB is 
Jermaine Cook, who plays hard but doesn’t have much size.  TRich says he’s 
ready to go, and we’ll certainly be depending on him for a vital part of the 
offense.   

(Continued on next page) 



 

Your SUNCOAST BROWNS BACKERS contact info: 

President—Virgil Stoltz  • Cell: (727) 639‐1135  •  email: bwtampa@mindspring.com 

Vice President—Jim Szilagyi  l1moe@msn.com 

Publicity / Membership Chair—Brenda Jordan  •  Cell: (727) 420‐1483  •   
email: SuncoastBB@tampabay.rr.com 

The two most crucial elements for offensive success appear to be Weeden’s needed improvement with 
pocket presence and the running game.  His handicap is his lack of mobility, so he has to be aware that if 
his blockers create a gap blocking rushers and he s ll hasn’t found a receiver, he can step up and give 
himself more me as well as drawing in the remainder of the opponents’ defense.   Both of these things 
give him be er opportuni es for comple ons.  Also, hopefully the 
play‐ac on will be used more than in the preseason (I saw it used 
three mes .... once it went for a TD, and the second was when Brian 
Hoyer rolled out and ran for a first down to clinch the victory in the 
last exhibi on game).  With TRich as a running threat, freezing the 
opponents’ back seven may be equally as effec ve as our WRs trying 
to juke someone.  The running game didn’t seem to do a lot in 
preseason; hopefully that is because coaches were concentra ng on 
the passing a ack.  Certainly the need for good chemistry between 
QBs and WRs is crucial to success.  And it was gra fying to see 
backup Brian Hoyer, despite a couple bad throws, pu ng up pre y 
good numbers and u lizing a lot of receivers against the Bears. 

No doubt the defense is the strength of the team, and the staff is designing a strategy that will hopefully 
result in more sacks and turnovers.  This is important because during preseason two big concerns which 
remain from last year are third down conversions and me of possession.  Even with our defensive 
depth, we don’t want the D playing two‐thirds of the game.  The offense has got to take advantage of its 
opportuni es, in both ea ng the clock and pu ng points on the board. 

Injuries remain an ongoing issue, especially in areas where depth is hur ng.  Of course other teams 
encounter the same problem, but when we see guys hi ng the deck like we did in the Colts’ game that 
anxiety starts to set in.  The Mingo injury is, of course, really scary.  No one is quite sure how it 
happened, and we’re ge ng very nebulous responses on how long it will take before he’s back on the 
field.  We need longevity from guys like Sheard, Bess, Richardson, Nelson, and Ward.  Players who have 
shown some promise and could really make a difference this year include Gipson, Sheard, Gurley, 
Robertson, Gilkey, and Cameron, who has big shoes to fill in replacing Ben Watson. 

Even as this newsle er is circula ng, there is a flurry of ac vity going on in the NFL.  Over 700 players 
who were in the final cut are now floa ng around looking for jobs, and some may well be be er than 
guys in the weakest posi ons on other teams.  So it’s the NFL version of musical rosters this weekend, 
and we will likely have a couple names we don’t recognize on ours come next week (last year it was Tank 
Carder and Ishmaa’ily Kitchen, both of whom are solid special teams and backup players).  So grab your 
nachos and beer, here we go again.  Any of us who find ourselves in front of a TV when Miami comes to 
town, know that hope springs eternal.  The feeling we have before an opener is unique, especially for 
Browns fans. 

“From the Sidelines (con nued) 



 

SUNCOAST PET SITTING SERVICES 
IN YOUR HOME 

  
Keep your pets happy, safe and in their own 

environment while you’re away.  
  

 Suncoast Browns Backers Member 
860-920-2770 

•    Affordable 
•    Reliable 

• Experienced 
•      Pets love me! 

Did you know you can place a FREE classified ad in the 
Suncoast Browns Backers newsletter? That’s right, we 
said FREE. Sell something,  looking for something, have 
a  business  that  you  want  to  let  fellow  SCBB  know 
about?  Just email SuncoastBB@tampabay.rr.com with 
your graphic. Don’t have a pretty business ad yet? We 
will  create  it  for  you,  so don’t worry!  Just  email  your 
information and what you want done. 

Family owned, full service restaurant and sport 
house with a full bar.  Open 7 days a week.   

Great wings, burgers and a variety of other great 
meals at an affordable price. 

2349 Seven Springs Blvd. New Port Richey, FL  
Phone : (727) 372-8168 

Home of the Suncoast 
Browns Backers! 

Embroidery, Silk Screen T‐Shirts, Hats 
and Jerseys for All Sports Adver sing 

Special es 
5412 Provost Drive #12, Holiday FL 34690 

(727) 938‐9589 

NEW Suncoast Browns Backers 
T‐Shirts Available NOW! 

Order yours by September 22nd. 
Order forms (with pricing  

informa on) available during games 
and online via the Suncoast Browns 

Backers website. 



 

It’s that me again. Spring rolls around and I start to really miss my football. Baseball is always a good 
distrac on, but for me it’s just a filler un l the football season rolls around each year. The Pat Shurmur era is 
over. Thank you, ny baby Jesus. We’ve got a familiar name back in town…Rob Chudzinski. The ght end guru has 
brought with him one of the most respected offensive minds in football: Norv Turner. Adding to the mix is former 
Arizona Cardinal defensive coordinator Ray Horton who is known for his all‐out a ack on NFL quarterbacks with 
the 3‐4 defensive scheme that blitzes from all angles. Blitz? What the hell is that? 

I’m out of my mind excited, as usual, for what’s coming – the dra . I fill my me reading other’s mock dra s and 
college posi on evalua ons. It’s fun for a while, but I grow red of reading the ramblings 
of the so‐called experts whose dra s are rarely more accurate than my own. The big 
names are easy, as they usually fall to the teams nearest the top with obvious holes to fill. 
The 2nd round is usually where the real guess work begins, and I love hearing the analysts 
guarantee a pick only to get it wrong. The Browns take Barkevious Mingo with their first 
pick. The outside linebacker is a bit of risk, being a tad undersized, but has a motor that 
just doesn’t stop. I liked the pick. My first choice was a top flight corner to go opposite Joe 
Haden, but if he’s your #1 guy on the board and fills a need – well, you have to take him. 
The rest of the dra  went pre y much as expected for our beloved Browns. We picked up a corner, a guard, a 
safety. I felt that op mism that always washes me over this me of the year and I couldn’t wait for training camp 
to open. 

Fast forward a few months. Mini camps for the rookies. The veterans come in 3 weeks later to start pu ng the 
new (yes, again it’s all new folks) offense and defense into place. I scan the ar cles from Cleveland.com, The OBR 
and ESPN daily to read about how camp went and nervously scan for any injuries. I’m unimpressed by the list of 
names which always seem to be on the “nicked up” list. You know the usual suspects: Hardesty, Jordan, Benjamin 
and Ward. I could write an en re ar cle about my feelings regarding the sta onary bike millionaires…but, I 
digress. Training camp rolls on and we get mixed reports on both the offense and defense. Some days they seem 
to do well, others not so much. I’m excited to see the new Ray Horton 3‐4 defense. Pre‐season is just around the 
corner and I’m nearly saliva ng to see the new Browns. Chud’s here. He’s brought his friend Norv with him. That 
seems to be a good thing, especially a er watching the Pat Shurmur comedy special every Sunday for two years. 
We’ll never get those two years back either. I hope you’re proud of yourself, Pat. You made it out of Cleveland 
alive despite all of my prayers for that asteroid to fall on your house. 

The first pre‐season game is here: Browns vs. Rams, and it’s a beauty. The offense and defense look formidable. 
Weeden looks especially comfortable running Norv’s offense. The defense is 
living up to its billing as an a ack first approach with lots of pressure on the 
quarterback. It’s not overwhelming pressure, but they’re coming from lots of 
different angles and this is s ll the watered down version of what we’ll see 
during the regular season. Free agent pick up Quen n Groves plays well and 
is very aggressive. I’m going to enjoy seeing more of him and his in your face 
a tude on the field. They’ve certainly been lacking someone like that for 
some me now. I leave the Stadium with a smile on my face, and the first 
win under new coach Rob Chudzinski, but I s ll hear that li le voice in my 
head reminding me that these things are o en not an indicator of things to 
come. 

 

By: Ma  Buchbinder 



 

It’s week two of the pre‐season. It’s me for a match up with the Lions. This should be a good test for the 
offense against one of the best pass rushes in the league. Trent Richardson is back to provide a serious threat 
in the running game, which I hope will put them back on their heels. I’m not disappointed. Trent looks quick 
and hits the holes with authority. I’m s ll amazed at how well he changes direc ons at full speed. He looks 
faster than last year, which makes sense given the fact that he played most of the year with broken ribs. 
Weeden is on his game again – hi ng Josh Gordon for big chunks of yardage. The drive is capped off nicely 
with a TD pass to Cameron Jordan. He’s running his routes much ghter than last year, with an obvious 
influence from the once ght end, Chudzinski. The defense looks sharp again in game two. The one flaw 
being outside containment which rears its ugly head with newly acquired Reggie Bush dar ng around the end 
for the Lions. They’ll need to work on that. The Browns win again and move to 2‐0 in the pre‐season. 

We all have off days, and this 3rd pre‐season game proves to be one for our Brownies. Weeden shows his first 
signs of confusion in the new offense as the Colts come at him from all angles to ward off the passing game. It 
works. The ming on pass pa erns is not good, and the offensive line looks confused by the blitz package 
that the Colts are throwing at them. The defense isn’t much be er. There’s very li le pressure being applied 
to Andrew Luck and he’s picking the secondary apart. It’s not all bad news 
though. Big money free agent Paul Krueger gets his first solo sack of the year. 
He’s tough against the run and I really like how he bullies blockers when they try 
to get hold of him. Second year linebacker Craig Robertson con nues to play well. 
Could we have finally found a diamond in the rough with this linebacker from 
North Texas? It sure looks like it from what I’ve seen from this kid. I’m trying my 
best to avoid making a Mike Junkin joke right now. It’s just too easy. One other 
note before I move on from this horrendous display from the Browns: Spencer 
Lanning? How do you follow up a near 60 yard punt with a 30 yard shank? We 
need some consistency at punter. I’ve seen what happens when it’s a 50‐50 
proposi on, and I don’t like it. Get it together, son. The Browns lose in an ugly fashion. Hopefully it’s a 

learning experience. Let’s move on, shall we? 

Game 4 of the pre‐season is usually a yawn fes val. Both teams push out their nearly cut players to make some final 
decisions on the 53 man roster. I’m always a li le sick in the head when it comes to the final pre‐season game because I 
love to see the big hits which usually accompany this finale. The Browns and Bears both forego playing their first 
teamers, as is the custom. It takes a while for the game to ghten up. Both teams look sloppy, although the Bears are 
moving the ball on offense. It’s a late 8pm start on a Thursday and the team looks a li le unorganized on both sides of 
the ball. I guess that’s to be expected when most of the players on the field haven’t had a ton of reps during the first 3 
games. I’m hoping for someone to step up, but it’s not going great in the first quarter. Chicago takes the early lead and 
the local boy from Cleveland, Brian Hoyer, is running the show now. I’ve read one or two ar cles on Cleveland.com 
about how a lot of folks are really pulling for him to make the team. He looks rusty out of the gate, but his passes seem 
crisp and on target. We move into the second half s ll trailing and Carson Palmer’s li le brother is moving the Bears 
offense with ease. Our secondary looks like what it is – a group of young bucks who don’t quite know what they’re 
doing. But wait….what is this? Hoyer begins to heat up. The Browns are s ll playing Josh Gordon and he’s wide open on 
most plays. He’s s ll in the game because of his looming 2 game regular season suspension for viola ng the NFL 
substance abuse policy, but it’s not detrac ng from his domina on of the Bear secondary. Gordon has top er receiver 
skills and if he can stay out of trouble he’ll be a deep threat the rest of the year. Trent Richardson may have to e him to 
a tree…and I’ve got some rope if he needs it. The Browns turn the tables and finish the game off with a come from 
behind win over the Bears by the score of 18‐16 and finish the pre‐season with a 3‐1 record.  

So now the fun starts. The regular season is right around the corner and it’s about to get real. I’m cau ously op mis c 
because…well, hey I’m a Browns fan. We all know how this goes, right? Yet I find myself a bit renewed by the promise of 
what looks to be a much improved offense and a defense looking to prove they can play with the big boys in the AFC 
North. It’s one of the toughest divisions in football and I’m crossing my fingers and toes that this will be the year that we 
actually do move forward. By no means do I expect this team to make the playoffs, but I do hold out hope that the new 
regime and players in the organiza on can return some sense of respectability to our beloved Browns. So let us all go to 
bed tonight and pray to the football Gods to shine their light upon our team this year. We’ve been in the dark long 
enough. Amen. 



 

 

• SCBB Club Mee ng — Sunday, September 15, 2013 at 12:30 p.m. (prior to the game) 

• SCBB 2013 Group Photo — Sunday, September 15, 2013 during Hal ime 

• SCBB 2013 T‐Shirt Orders — Orders must be placed by Sunday, September 22, 2013 

• SCBB 2013 Membership Dues — Your annual membership payment is due by Sunday, 
September 29, 2013  

• SPCA Suncoast Food Raiser — Sunday, October 13, 2013 from 12 Noon to 5 PM (Browns vs. 
Lions Game) 

• SCBB Club Mee ng — Sunday, October 30, 2013 at 12:30 p.m. (prior to the game) 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Dawg Chomps 
 

President— Vice President— Secretary / Treasurer 
Virgil Stoltz  Jim Szilagyi  Ma  Buchbinder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership & Publicity Chair — Hospitality Chair — Webmaster — 
Brenda Jordan  Julie Cerny  Dave Franz   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Your 2013 Suncoast Browns Backers Officers 



 

 

BROWNS 2013 SEASON SCHEDULE 

09/08 1:00 P.M.  VS.  

09/15 1:00 P.M.  VS.  

09/22 1:00 P.M.  VS.  

09/29 1:00 P.M.  VS.  

10/03 8:25 P.M.  VS.  

10/13 1:00 P.M.  VS.  

10/20 4:25 P.M.  VS.  

10/27 1:00 P.M.  VS.  

11/03 4:25 P.M.  VS.  

11/10 

11/17 1:00 P.M.  VS.  

11/24 1:00 P.M.  VS.  

12/01 1:00 P.M.  VS.  

BYE WEEK 

12/08 1:00 P.M.  VS.  

12/15 1:00 P.M.  VS.  

12/22 1:00 P.M.  VS.  

12/29 1:00 P.M.  VS.  


