
 

NEWSLETTER 

couple young guys there with strong backs to unload 
all of the donated food and items. I wouldn’t have been 
able to unload all that loot by myself! And a special 
“thank you” to Clara Broad from the SPCA Suncoast for 
coming out and spending the a ernoon with us. 

Now we are turning our sights toward our other 
charity, the Alzheimer’s Family Organiza on and our 
Annual Bowling Charity Event.  Last year, if my memory 
serves me correctly, we had 10 or 11 teams of four  and 
I am hoping we get at least 4 or 5 addi onal teams to 
sign up this year. You do not have to be a good bowler 
to par cipate in this fund raiser as it is for fun and 
there will be a few surprises that will make it even 
more interes ng than just plain old bowling. Look for 
the entry form at the end of this Newsle er as it is only 
a couple of weeks away. You also do not have to have 
a team. If you enter as an individual, we will team you 
up with other people to form a team. It is a great way 
to get to know new people. Get your entry forms in, 
along with your money by Sunday, November 3rd. The 
price is the same as last year and includes the three 
games of bowling, bowling shoes and raffle cket for 
prizes. Of course we will have addi onal prize ckets 
for sale plus 50/50 ckets so even if you don’t win at 
bowling you have a chance to win some prizes. Come 
on out and join the fun and help us raise some money 
for our long standing charity, Alzheimer’s Family 
Organiza on. We have our big commitment to help 
sponsor the Gong Show in February and need to raise 
the $1,000.00 for our sponsorship. 
 
Woof! 
Virgil 

www.suncoastbrownsbackers.net 
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Gree ngs Fellow Leg Li ers and Squa ers! 

Here it is already November with mid-season  
approaching and us Browns fans have been on one hell 
of a Roller Coaster Ride!  

We started out very high for the upcoming season then 
two short weeks into the season we were staring at a 
miserable fall with two terrible 
losses. Then along came a third 
string QB that none of us really 
knew anything about. It 
seemed he was going to take 
us to higher heights with three 
(Yes count them, 1, 2, 3) wins in 
a row.  Then WHAM! Out goes 
all hope with Hoyer going 
down for the season with a 
banged up knee. We were so close to the top of that 
roller coaster hill then Weeden returns to fill in for 
Hoyer and it became so painfully evident we were 
taking another nose dive into oblivion!  

That’s the life of a Browns fan. So many ups and even 
more downs that any normal NFL fan would have bailed 
from this roller coaster ride years ago. I don’t know 
about you all, but this ride is ge ng resome. All we 
can do is hope the rest of the players get through the 
season without any more serious injuries and they build 
from here. I have all my fingers, toes and eyes crossed 
hoping that a er this season the Browns hierarchy gets 
it right and we will have a winner to cheer for many 
years to come.   

Our Club has once again put on another successful SPCA 
Suncoast Food Raiser and I wanted to thank you all for 
your food dona ons and monetary dona ons! You are 
Awesome! This past Food Raiser has to be our best 
ever! We raised the most cash at one me and 
absolutely the most food, blankets and supplies. So 
much that I had no room in my truck bed to fit anything 
else. The SPCA Suncoast folks were very thankful for 
your dona ons! All I have to say is I am glad they had a 



 

                  Mike Dipinto 
Tell us about yourself:  I re red as a Ba alion Chief a er 34 years 
with the Cleveland (OHIO) Fire Department.  Prior to that, I served 
with the 101st Airborne in Vietnam (1970). I was WIA July 14, 1970. I 
am very proud of both services.  My lovely wife of 42 years, Pat, and I 
moved down here to Tarpon Springs when I re red in 2007. I have 
been playing in bands-both Lead guitar and Bass guitar-since I was 
18 years old. Some very good ones in Cleveland and my current band 
down here in Florida—FLOYDSUM-a Pink Floyd Tribute band. We play 
on regular basis in the Pasco, Northern Pinellas area. I have been 
with Floydsum since 2010. I also play Stand-up bass in a 18 piece 
Band called “Voices Of Jazz” and I have played in the orchestra for 
numerous Broadway type musical produc ons for the Tarpon Springs 
Cultural Arts division. My daughter, Dina, along with her husband Joe 
and her 4 year old twins-Addison (Girl) and Cooper (Boy)-moved 

down here to Trinity last year. Addy and Coop are the loves of mine and Pat’s lives. 

How and when did you become a Browns fan?  I have been a Browns Fan since I was a kid the early 
60’s. 

What was your most memorable moment as a Browns Fan?  There have been a few. The first being 
when the Browns won the last NFL Championship before the Super Bowl came into existence...Frank 
Ryan to Gary Collins…what a combo that was! The second would have to be Red Light 88 and Brian Sipe, 
who I feel is the best QB the browns have ever had. And then the Bernie Kosar years and all the close 
occasions he almost led the team to the Super Bowl. 

How did you first hear about the Suncoast Browns Backers? How long have you been a member?  
A fellow firefighter in Cleveland told me about the Suncoast Browns Backers and I started coming to the 
Stadium in the fall of 2007 and have been coming back ever since. 

What do you like most about watching the games with the Suncoast Browns Backers? The feeling 
of a group of dedicated people feeling the same  way I do about Cleveland and its sports teams and 
hoping again that “THIS IS THE YEAR”! 

Who is your favorite player (past or present)? Why?  There are so many, but I would have to say 
Brian Sipe for he was the ul mate underdog when he made the team and turned out to be the best 
passer in the history of the Browns-if memory serves me correctly.  

Which player disappointed you the most (wasted poten al, missed plays, bad a tude, etc.)? 
That’s easy…Eric “up the middle” Metcalf…if only he would have played for a different coach! 

What do you feel was the best part of LAST season? What was the worst? The best part was when it 
ended! The worst part was also when it ended—I never want the season to end. 

Who do you think will be the Browns’ toughest opponent this season and why? Pi spuke…they 
always play a tough game. 

What is your predic on for the Brown’s 2013 record?   I s ll believe they will win 6 games…too bad 
Hoyer got hurt or I would have said 10. 



 

  

By: Bill Ackerman 

As we approach the halfway point of the 
season, Browns fans are perplexed as well as 
depressed.  We’re used to being depressed, 
especially since Modell & Bal more hijacked 
our team and proceeded to appear in mul ple 
Super Bowls.  When Paul Tagliabue went to 
tes fy in Congress rela ve to the move, I was 
working in DC.  I took the day off and went to Capitol Hill to march with protestors.  I had a poster 

which said “Model(l) Home for the Browns – Cleveland, Ohio.”  I brought a 1964 program from the Browns-Colts 
World Championship game, which I a ended, with me.  I figured there would be some former Browns there, and I 
might get a couple autographs.  I did, but sadly, lost the program on the way back.  Both the protest and the 
tes mony were fu le in altering events, and that would prove to be a harbinger of things to come. 
Although we retained the colors and the name, the team in many ways seems to have disappeared.  Repeated new 
coaches, new staffs, even new ownerships have achieved but a brief one-season respite from the pits of 
mediocrity.  We know enough about football to know that good franchises are built and sustained by star ng with a 
core of quality and following and maintaining a plan for long-term success, brick by brick, so to speak.  So playing 
musical chairs with all of the components of the franchise is hardly a basis for op mism.  Each of these changes 
reminds me of a dictatorship in a small country.  The leader moves in, makes his fortune, usually at the expense of 
his fellow countrymen, then leaves for the next guy with nothing really changed.  So has it been with the 
rela onship between ownership, management, coaches, and the fan base in Cleveland. 
Using a ship as a metaphor for the team, we need the right guy to sail it.  What we’ve discovered over the last 
decade-plus is that Couch, Frye, Holcombe, Garcia, Gradkowski, Wynn, Anderson, McCoy, DelHomme, Wallace, 
Quinn, and a few I’ve probably forgo en, were not those guys.  Unfortunately although not all the lack of success is 
his fault, it is becoming more apparent with each passing game that Brandon Weedon is not that guy either.  First it 
was thought that, even though he was 29, he might make the Browns compe ve un l they could dra  and groom 
a young QB.  Then when last year didn’t work out, the hope was that a new coaching staff could work out a system 
be er suited to his style, as well as put be er players around him.  Yet except for brief glimmers of success, we s ll 
see a guy who lacks mobility, has mediocre pocket presence, trouble reading defenses, an abysmal rate of third 
down conversions, and too many mes bogs down even when we get in the red zone (witness Travis Benjamin’s 89
-yard return ending up a FG). 
Ironically, a er our dismal season start, Weeden was injured and in stepped local boy Brian Hoyer, who apparently 
learned something as Tom Brady’s understudy.  His brief two-plus game s nt now seems almost like an 
appari on.  Superior execu on, good fakes on play-ac on, spreading the ball out to a number of receivers, good 
pocket presence, and a nice touch on the ball, o en where receivers could do something with it a erwards 
(Cameron and Bess started to flourish in those games).  When he beat Cincinna , a team thought to be a division 
favorite, Browns fans were almost pinching themselves.  But fate invariably 
intervenes in Cleveland, Hoyer suffers a season-ending injury on a play where he 
might have stepped out of bounds, and although we won the game (and Weeden 
played decently) Cleveland’s parade was rained on again.  Weeden was back at the 
helm, and the ship was dashed against the rocks by the Lions and the Packers, 
probably the worst games so far this year.  Now Chud is forced to try op on “C”, 
Jason Campbell, a DelHomme-like journeyman who was not impressive either in 
preseason or during a brief s nt in the final seconds against the Ravens. 
But ini ally I said fans are also perplexed, and that aspect deserves some 
a en on.  Perplexed because at many posi ons we seem to have the best players  

(Continued on next page) 



 

we have had in a while, but prior to the first game we pulled about ten guys off waivers and added them to the 
squad.  Most are special teams players, and special teams has been one of the bright spots in this up and down 
season.  But even since then we have been adding and dropping players each week.  That smacks of a fervent 
desire to improve the team.  On the other hand, just a few weeks into the season, we traded our star ng RB from 
what already was a pre y one-dimensional offense.  Without evalua ng that move, the result is we are probably 
going to be playing a number of teams who have two RBs and two QBs who are be er than our starters, unless 
Campbell proves to be a real surprise.  Adding to that instability, rumors now abound that our top long threat WR, 

Josh Gordon, may be traded before the deadline on October 29.  The cumula ve 
effect of those moves is like a baseball team where management decides they are not 
going to be a contender and so trades off some of its best to build for the future.  A 
number of sports talk shows have men oned the Browns connected with the ethics of 
deliberately “tanking” the season in order to gain dra  posi on.  Previously such talk 
was confined mainly to basketball and football, but near the season’s end, certainly 
not at this stage of the schedule.  True or not, fans have to wonder about the impact 
on the team. 
In case you’d forgo en, there are a good number of teams facing a dearth of QB skills, 
some because of injury and some because, like the Browns, they just haven’t been 

able to find that guy.  Next year’s dra  does seem to have a larger-than-average number of good candidates, and 
there could be even more if some with enough talent decide to leave college early.  I am reminded of the Tim 
Couch dra , in which six QBs were dra ed in the first round, among them Couch, Akili Smith, Donovan McNabb, 
and Dante Culpeper.  All were highly rated, but only McNabb, the third QB dra ed, proved to be a long-term 
answer.  Being unsure of Hoyer’s status next season, I’d even consider dra ing a guy like Kenny Guiton as a backup 
with a late-round choice.  
So we’re now two weeks away from the bye week, facing Kansas City away, the transformed team which is the only 
one s ll undefeated in the NFL, and probably remembering themselves as the vic ms of the only game the Browns 
romped in last year.  That is followed by the Ravens at home, a team we played pre y well against in Bal more, 
and one where there might be considerably more op mism if Hoyer was direc ng the offense. 
Speaking of op mism, it would be appropriate to close on that note.  So let’s take note of some of the good 
performances we’ve seen by players this year.  Buster Skrine, maligned by many and thought to be the weakest link 
in the defense, seems to have improved with every game.  Many also thought that Phil Dawson’s departure would 
cost us some games, but aside from that early miss, Billy Cundiff has been very good, and also puts the kickoffs in 
the end zone with regularity.  Barkevious Mingo seems to be developing fast with great reflexes and speed, the 
best news being that the early injury he suffered has now apparently been overcome.  Cameron Jordan is making us 
forget about the void le  with the departure of Ben Watson, and Josh Gordon shows the poten al for being the 
long threat we have lost since the one-season wonder effort of Braylon Edwards.  Spencer Lanning is a decided 
improvement (thankfully, with our current offense) over Reggie Hodges.  The offensive line seems to be blocking 
be er with the return of Shaun Lauvao, and Jason Pinkston could be returning a er the bye week, which would be 
another plus.  Jabaal Sheard has made a nice transi on from the DL to being an effec ve edge-rusher.   Overall, the 
3-4 has certainly worked be er against the run, which was a weak spot for several seasons.  Winn, Kitchen, and 
Hughes, who started many games last year, are now effec ve role-players that keep that line fresh.  Travis 
Benjamin has certainly blunted the loss of Josh Cribbs and shown his poten al as a game-breaker.  Tayshaun 
Gipson has been be er than expected at the safety posi on vacated by Elam’s departure.  Craig Robertson did very 
well in the first few games, although dropping off slightly as of late.  But the real unsung hero has been Chris 
Ogbannaya, who was originally looked at in a very limited capacity, but now has been called upon and responded 
well as a rusher, blocker, and pass-catcher out of the backfield. 
The fact that so many good performances can be iden fied, and yet the outlook for the Browns is so clouded, 
seems contradictory.  So Browns fans are once again having their resiliency tested.  Earlier in the season, Joe 
Banner said that management realized they had to earn the fans’ trust.  Indeed, that statement will now be put to 
the test.   

“From the Sidelines” (con nued) 



 

Did you know you can place a FREE classified ad in 
the Suncoast Browns Backers newsletter? That’s 
right, we said FREE. Sell something, looking for 
something, have a business that you want to let 
fellow SCBB know about?  Just email 
SuncoastBB@tampabay.rr.com with your graphic. 
Don’t have a pretty business ad yet? We will create it 
for you, so don’t worry! Just email your information 
and what you want done. 

Family owned, full service restaurant and sport 
house with a full bar.  Open 7 days a week.   

Great wings, burgers and a variety of other great 
meals at an affordable price. 

2349 Seven Springs Blvd. New Port Richey, FL  
Phone : (727) 372-8168 

Home of the Suncoast 
Browns Backers! 

Embroidery, Silk Screen T-Shirts, Hats 
and Jerseys for All Sports Adver sing 

Special es 
5412 Provost Drive #12, Holiday FL 34690 

(727) 938-9589 

Name Our Mascot  

You may have no ced the giant stuffed dawg at 
the front of the larger Dawg Pound room.  He was 
kindly donated to the Suncoast Browns Backers by 
Jay’s Sports Cave, and will soon be decked out in 
Cleveland Browns a re.  But alas, the poor pup 
has no name yet.  So put your crea ve thinking 
caps on Suncoast Browns Backers!  For the next 
three weeks we will be taking name sugges ons 
for our new mascot and displaying the entries. 
Then at the November 17th game, we will put all 
the names to a vote and see what we shall name 
him.  Much thanks to Jay’s for this newest addi on 
to our SCBB family! 

Jay’sJay’sJay’s   

SportsSports  
          CaveCave  

Sports Cards, Collectables 
Autographed Memorabilia 

Located in between Fairway Pizza 
And Stadium Sports Bar 

2343 Seven Springs Blvd. 
New Port Richey, FL 34655 

727-372-9200      727-808-6862 
 

Club T-Shirts 

Have you seen 
members spor ng 
their new SCBB t-
shirts lately? 

If you didn’t get in on 
ordering a SCBB club 
t-shirt but s ll want 
one, Brenda is 
star ng a list for 
another order. We 
need at least 12 to 
place another order. 

So if you are thinking 
about a great holiday 
gi  for someone, 
now is the me! 



 

Your SUNCOAST BROWNS BACKERS contact info: 

President—Virgil Stoltz  • Cell: (727) 639-1135  •  email: bwtampa@mindspring.com 

Vice President—Jim Szilagyi  l1moe@msn.com 

Publicity / Membership Chair—Brenda Jordan  •  Cell: (727) 420-1483  •   
email: SuncoastBB@tampabay.rr.com 

 

 SCBB Charity Bowling Event for AFO — Saturday, November 9, 2013 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. at Lane-Glo North Bowling in Port Richey. Entry fee is $15 per person (includes one prize 

cket, three games, shoes and bowling ball).  LOTS of prizes and raffles. Entry form at the 
back of the newsle er and must be turned in with your entry fee by November 3rd.   

 SCBB Club Mee ng — Sunday, November 17, 2013 at 12:30 p.m. (prior to the game). We will 
also be vo ng on a name for our mascot! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Dawg Chomps 
 

SPCA Suncoast Food Raiser a Great Success! 

What a great Food Raiser we had on October 
13th!  One of the most successful ones the 
club has ever held.  We raised $377 in cash 
dona ons generated from our baked goods 
sales and 50/50 raffle.  But that was only the 
beginning—dona ons of pet food, ki y li er, 
cleaning supplies, blankets and more filled 
Virgil’s pickup truck to the brim.   Clara Broad, 
Community Rela ons Specialist for the SPCA 
Suncoast spent the day with us and was most 
apprecia ve of all that the Suncoast Browns 
Backers members do for her organiza on. 
A huge thanks to everyone that made such 
delicious baked goodies, and to members 
Brenda Jordan and Sue McQuiston who 
forfeited seeing much of the game that day to 
stand outside and sell them. 



 

Join us for our 3rd Annual 9-pin, no tap Bowling Event and  

enjoy the company of friends and family—and maybe meet a 

few new people!  Open to anyone interested in having fun.  

Kids are welcome too! 

DATE: Saturday, November 9, 2013 

TIME:  3:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. (please arrive early) 

VENUE:  Lane-Glo Bowl (NORTH) • 6935 Ridge Road •   
   Port Richey, FL  34668 • (727) 848-2566   

COST:  $15 per person—Includes bowling and shoe rental 
  (teams will be made up of four players) 

There will be PRIZES and a 50/50 raffle! 
Not much of a bowler? That’s okay, this is a fun 9-pin, no tap bowling event that 

everyone can enjoy.  All net proceeds go benefit the Alzheimer's Family Organization. 

Contact Brenda at 727-420-1483/SuncoastBB@tampabay.rr.com for more information 

2013 Charity Bowling Event 

2013 Bowling Event Registration Form 
(please print) 

INDIVIDUAL (Individual registrants will be put together randomly with other players to form a team) 

PLAYER :  ______________________________________  PHONE:  __________________  
 
TEAM     

TEAM NAME:   __________________________________________________________________  

PLAYER #1:  ____________________________________  PHONE:  __________________  

PLAYER #2:  ____________________________________  PHONE:  __________________  

PLAYER #3:  ____________________________________  PHONE:  __________________  

PLAYER #4:  ____________________________________  PHONE:  __________________  
All players must be paid in full with form submission.  

Checks payable to ‘Suncoast Browns Backers’. 
Return form with payment to  

BRENDA JORDAN by November 3, 2013 


