
 

NEWSLETTER 

looking for the Promise Land of the Lombardi Trophy.  
Back in the day when I decided the Browns were the 
team I was going to follow, I thought they would get 
there. Well, guess what? They haven’t and I never did 
jump to another team, having so much emotion and 
hope invested in the Browns. I have often wondered 
why  — until I saw this short obscure little video 
explaining the Sunk Costs Fallacy. I have way too much 
invested to just give up on the Browns. And, after 
considerable sleepless nights, I have come to the 
realization that the Browns are going to hoist that 
Lombardi Trophy one of these days and I believe that 
has to be sooner rather than later. They have to!!  My 
sunk costs are too high! I have too much blood, sweat 
and tears into them for them not to get there!  I just 
can’t walk away. I hope this made sense to all of you. If 
you watched the video I am pretty sure you will 
understand what I was trying to describe being a 
Browns Fan - we are all victims of the Sunk Cost Fallacy!  

Now onto Club news: We had a great success for the 
Bowling Event and I want to thank all that participated 
and to all that donated their time and effort to make 
sure everyone had a great time. We were able to top 
last year’s earnings by a little over $200  and that will 
go a long way toward our Sponsorship of the 
Alzheimer’s Family Organization. Speaking of the AFO, 
their annual (and sadly, last) Gong Show is in February. 
If you plan on going please let me know so I can put you 
on the list. We have three tables of eight ordered right 
now and I can get more seats if need be. I need to know 
if you want to attend the event ASAP. I will need the 
ticket money by the last game of the season which 
happens to be the 2nd Squeelers game and also our 2nd 
SPCA Food Raiser of the season.  
 
Woof! 
Virgil 

www.suncoastbrownsbackers.net 
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President’s Message 

  

Greetings Fellow Leg Lifters and Squatters! 

Okay, this has been a challenging President message to 
write, but please bear with me on this one. Last month I 
was surfing the web which I do mindlessly at times, 
especially after work while I am sitting at my work desk, 
I stumbled across a short little video on www.Wimp.com 
which I have the link to the video pasted below. 

http://www.wimp.com/costsfallacy/  

I would like all of you 
that have access to the 
web to please click on it 
and see why this video, 
“Sunk Costs Fallacy”, 
got me thinking about 
being a Browns fan. Go 
ahead, do it now. I will 
wait...the video is only 
a few minutes long. 

This is me waiting V………… Okay, now that you have 
watched the video, here are some of my thoughts about 
that video and how it related to my being a Browns fan. 

I am a fairly well educated guy, I am no PhD or anything 
near that, and I think that I make smart, rational 
decisions most of the time. I found this Sunk Costs 
Fallacy concept very interesting. It explains that a sunk 
cost is a  past cost that has already been incurred and 
cannot be recovered.  As I was watching it and listening 
to the explanation of this theory,  my first thought was 
THIS IS EXACTLY WHY I HAVE REMAINED A BROWNS 
FAN! Holy crap Batman! I have often wondered why I 
continue to be a Browns fan.  

Unlike many of you, I wasn’t born into a family of 
Browns fans and I never lived in or near Cleveland to 
become a native Browns fan. Most of you can claim it is 
in your “Blood”. I come from that northern State of 
Michigan and could have been a Lions fan. However, I 
became a Browns fan during the late 80’s and it has 
stuck with me. This video explained to me why I just 
stuck it out after so many years of the Browns losing, 

http://www.wimp.com/costsfallacy/


 

                  Joe & Aileen Dinunzio 

Tell us about yourselves:  Joe retired in 1999 from NAS 
Advertising as regional Vice President. Aileen was a 
corporate secretary who retired to work on her golf game. 
We have two sons—Chuck and his wife Kim, live in 
Birmingham, Alabama with their dog Bandit.  Chuck belongs 
to the Birmingham Browns Backers and was the president 
last year. Our other son, Jim (passed away in 1991), had two 
daughters. Our Granddaughter Jessica, her husband Adam 
and our great-granddaughter Morgan live in Eastlake, Ohio 
and are all Browns fans.  Our other granddaughter Vanessa 
and her husband Mike live in Mentor, Ohio and are also 
Browns fans.  

We live in the golf community of Timber Greens in New Port 
Richey. We were both born and raised in Cleveland.  Warm 

weather and no more snow brought us to Florida. 

How and when did you become a Browns fan?  We both grew up being Browns fan along with our 
families. In our family, you had no choice—you were a Browns fan! 

What was your most memorable moment as a Browns Fan?  Watching the Kardiac  Kids in the 80’s.  
Many great moments.  We had 4 season tickets on the 30 yard line in the lower deck. When we had 
loge privileges, we were in loge 43A that overlooked the Dawg Pound.  We gave up those four 
season seats to the next generation, our son Chuck. Another memorable moment was being at the 
first Monday Night Football game at Municipal Stadium. 

How did you first hear about the Suncoast Browns Backers? How long have you been a member?  
We heard about the club from Paula and Tim Donovan.  Paula is Joe’s sister. We have been members 
since 1999. 

What do you like most about watching the games with the Suncoast Browns Backers? We can all 
cry in our beer together and wait until next year when we have a better team. 

Who is your favorite player (past or present)?  Jim Brown, Otto Graham, Leroy Kelley, Brian Sipe, 
Greg Pruitt, Mike Pruitt, Ozzie Newsome, Doug Dieken, Clay Matthews. 

Which player disappointed you the most (wasted potential, missed plays, bad attitude, etc.)? Tim 
Couch leads the list, along with many others. 

Who do you think will be the Browns’ toughest opponent this season and why? For us, they are all 
tough. But the toughest opponents are in our division. 
 
What would you like to see the new ownership and coaching staff change/improve/remove going 
forward?  A new General Manager would be a good start.  Need better decision making on draft 
picks.   

What is your prediction for the Brown’s 2013 record?   5 and 11. 



 

  

By: Bill Ackerman 

I love inshore fishing, and I try to go as often 
as I can, knowing that the years I have left on 
this earth are limited.  A couple times I’ve 
been absent-minded (or dumb) enough to 
forget to put in the boat plug.  When that 
happens, as I lean back to start the motor, I 
see water surging in the back of the boat, and 
am left with two choices:  Either jam the boat plug in from the outside (getting wet in the process) 
and use the bilge pump, or beach the boat, back out the trailer, put it out of the water and let it 

drain, and then put the plug in.  Both choices are troublesome, messy, and time-consuming, but eventually I can 
right the ship. 

I also likened the beginning of the season to being on a roller-coaster.  But over the last four games, that thrill ride 
has morphed into my scuttling boat.  It seems as though the Browns’ ship is sinking, and they are searching in the 
dark to plug the leak(s) somehow.  Part of the reason just seems to be typical Browns’ misfortune, e.g., Brian Hoyer 
going down in the Bills game after bringing us two victories.  Then after Weeden led us to two terrible losses, Jason 
Campbell actually outplayed Alex Smith in a close loss to the then-undefeated Chiefs.  The Browns D kept Jamaal 
Charles in check, and we outscored them in the second half.  Unfortunately Travis Benjamin eliminated our return 
threat with a season-ending injury, and Devon Bess chose this game to be the goat, losing two crucial 
fumbles.  Despite that, we were competitive against a good team. 

Then, in what may be the highlight of the year, we beat the hated Ravens, ex-Super Bowl champs, with Campbell at 
the helm.  Having no return game hurt, but the D did a great job of harassing 
Flacco, we got big games from Cameron and Gordon, and even Greg Little 
contributed.  Special teams did well, and the team seemed to be gaining 
confidence that they could find ways to compensate for virtually no running or 
return game.  At 4-5 we went into the bye week, let some dinged-up guys heal, 
and some over-enthusiastic media were even suggesting the Browns have playoff 
potential.  We were 2-1 in the division, and fans hoped a well-rested team might 
sweep the Bengals’ series with a win.  Jason Campbell had some sore ribs, so the 
bye came in handy for him as well.  Fans were starting to pinch themselves that 
we could handle teams like Baltimore without much of an offensive threat. 

Then in Cincy, the team came out with a vengeance.  They looked equally effective against Dalton as they did with 
Flacco, and a 13-zip first quarter was highlighted by Haden’s pick-six.  It could (should) have been more, but the 
Browns seemed to resemble last year’s O by settling for a FG after a first down at the Bengal two.  Then came the 
nightmare second quarter, as the Bengals destroyed their own record with 31, count ‘em, 31 points!  The irony was, 
the D held Cincy to 224 yards total offense; but two blocked punts (more than you 
want in a season, let along a quarter), fumbles, and an INT left the Bengals with 
unheard of field position as our special teams self-destructed.  Worse, there was no 
second-half comeback this time, and Campbell seemed to resemble Weeden, sticking 
mainly to short sideline passes and dinks over the middle.  Neither Cameron nor 
Gordon was a factor in this game.   Was the Bengals’ D that good, or was our QB still 
hurting from an injury?   

So Sunday we took on the Steelers in Cleveland, a team we’ve beaten exactly once 
since becoming an expansion team.  After the victory against the Ravens, hopes were 
high.  But the Steelers, after starting 0-4, proceeded to win four of their next 
five.  But our D started strong and held them to a FG, which Cundiff answered with  

(Continued on next page) 



 

one of his own to finish the first quarter.  But Campbell couldn’t seem to shake the funk he showed for most of the 
Cincy game, dinking and dunking for the most part to receivers who didn’t make much after the catch.  The most 
puzzling call of the game to me came with the score tied and the Browns in Steeler territory right at a marginal FG 
range inside the 35, with third and two.   Now, I know we don’t have a running game, but with third and two 
doesn’t it seem logical to at least have a back line up with Campbell as some holding threat, if not run a play-
action?  Instead, Campbell stood back in the shotgun with a bull’s-eye on his chest, and received the first sack of 
the day (there would be five) from the Steelers.  Result:  No TD, no FG. 

Then in the second quarter when Campbell rolled out, a Steeler tackled him from behind and turned like a 
crocodile, twisting his ankle.  He looked hurt, and there was no choice but to bring in Weeden with third and 
six.  He immediately threw a poor sideline pass incomplete.  Soon after Big Ben, who really didn’t throw many long 
ones, hit Anthony Brown with a perfect toss after he essentially ended Haden’s string of holding top receivers 
scoreless.  The Steelers went in at halftime up 13-3, and I suddenly realized that something which I hadn’t felt since 
last year was returning:  “the feeling,” where I (as a fan) am anticipating oncoming disaster. 

Well, we didn’t have long to wait.  Campbell, banged up but probably realizing he was the team’s only hope for an 
offense, returned, but soon was taken out by a Steeler who clotheslined him with a hit 
to the helmet.  Of course no penalty was called (the Browns have no better luck with 
refs than they do with RBs), and Campbell left, ostensibly with a concussion.  The rest 
of the half we saw exactly what we might expect:  Weeden throwing behind or over 
receivers, or with too much velocity on the short passes.  He tried to run, and lost the 
ball, so he countered the next time by throwing and losing the ball.  The Steelers’ 
score continued to mount as quickly as fans’ hope collectively vanished.  Weeden did 
manage a TD in garbage time with the game hopelessly out of reach, and Josh Gordon 
racked up a good number of yards during that span as well. 

The Browns D never got to Big Ben all day, although Mingo came close.  Robertson was out and his replacement, 
Carder, got hurt as well, so that probably made them vulnerable.  But what stood out to me was that Ben never 
took long to throw: he always seemed to know where his receivers were and which ones would be open.  So in the 
short passing game, the Steelers not only made a lot of catches, but got some yards afterward as well.  The Browns, 
conversely, when they did catch the ball, were hit almost immediately. 

It’s amazing how a couple weeks can make a schedule look easier or tougher.  We face the Jags next week, who 
looked like a sure W until they suddenly won a couple games.  Although we don’t play them, Tampa Bay did as 
well.  Oh by the way, last week TB used an RB named Chris Rainey (dropped by the Browns), who ran 30 times for 
168 yards.  I didn’t see what he did today, and I’m almost afraid to look. 

So five more games to limp through, with no running game, no return game, one severely banged-up QB, backed 
up by one who’s proven he’s ineffective.  To transit from fishing to tennis, it looks like game, set, match.  Unless 
Chud, Banner, & Co. suddenly pull a rabbit out of a very magic hat.     

“From the Sidelines” (continued) 
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Did you know you can place a FREE classified ad in 
the Suncoast Browns Backers newsletter? That’s 
right, we said FREE. Sell something, looking for 
something, have a business that you want to let 
fellow SCBB know about?  Just email 
SuncoastBB@tampabay.rr.com with your graphic. 
Don’t have a pretty business ad yet? We will create it 
for you, so don’t worry! Just email your information 
and what you want done. 

Family owned, full service restaurant and sport 

house with a full bar.  Open 7 days a week.   

Great wings, burgers and a variety of other great 

meals at an affordable price. 

2349 Seven Springs Blvd. New Port Richey, FL  
Phone : (727) 372-8168 

Home of the Suncoast 
Browns Backers! 

Embroidery, Silk Screen T-Shirts, Hats 
and Jerseys for All Sports Advertising 

Specialties 
5412 Provost Drive #12, Holiday FL 34690 

(727) 938-9589 

Our Mascot Has a Name 

You named him! Our 
mascot has a name—
SUNDAWG!  He is seen here 
chewing on a Pittspuke 
towel.   Many thanks to 
Jay’s Sports for this newest 
addition to our SCBB family! 

Jay’
s

Jay’
s

Jay’
s   

SportsSports  
          CaveCave  

Sports Cards, Collectables 
Autographed Memorabilia 

Located in between Fairway Pizza 
And Stadium Sports Bar 

2343 Seven Springs Blvd. 
New Port Richey, FL 34655 

727-372-9200      727-808-6862 
 

For Sale 

New NFL Browns licensed genuine pewter charm 
& chain necklaces.  Only 6 left—great Christmas 
gifts! $10.00 each. 

New Browns sunglasses with logo on frames and  
case. Funlenses by Transitions. $5.00 each. 

Contact SCBB member Elizabeth Wise at 740-646-
4957 or srwise@aldelphia.net.  She will have 
them available to see at games too. 

LAST CHANCE TO ORDER THIS  

SEASON’S SCBB CLUB T-SHIRT 

If you missed ordering a Suncoast Browns Backers T-shirt, 
here is your last chance! Orders must be placed by 
December 1st  so that we can get them by Christmas.  For an 
order form, see Brenda or email her at 
SuncoastBB@tampabay.rr.com. 



 

I was going to write an article for the newsletter, but after the Steelers game I just can’t bring myself to 
do anything but vent. So, without further ado, I give you these: 

Top Ten Things Overheard in the Browns Huddle: 

1. You guys know we’re on offense, right? 

2. What the hell is Colt doing here? Oh wait, that’s Mary Kay. 

3. I’ll trade you my man for yours…this guy is really mean. 

4. I told you that screen wasn’t going to work. It never works. 

5. All that talk about reviving the rivalry has really made me sleepy. 

6. Troy’s hair smells terrific. Every time he runs by me it’s like a summer breeze. 

7. Trent would have missed that block too. 

8. See that first down marker? Stop about 2 yards before that. 

9. Do these brown pants make my ass look big? 

10. Shit, here comes Opie “Rocket Arm” Taylor again. 

 

Top Ten Things Overheard at First Energy Stadium this season: 

1. Weeden is gonna have a break out year. I can feel it. 

2. We traded Trent? I told you Mike Lombardi was an idiot. 

3. Yep, a first round pick. Mike Lombardi is a genius. 

4. First place…can you believe it? 

5. Last place…yep, I believe it. 

6. I threw up in the Muni lot for this?? 

7. The Steelers are 0-4. Ha! I can’t wait to play them in November. 

8. Maybe my father-in-law will want my tickets. He’s blind. 

9. Brian Hoyer is the man! If he stays healthy we might just win the division. 

10. Booooooooooo! (Weeden takes the field). 

By: Matt Buchbinder 

Your SUNCOAST BROWNS BACKERS contact info: 

President—Virgil Stoltz  • Cell: (727) 639-1135  •  email: bwtampa@mindspring.com 

Vice President—Jim Szilagyi  l1moe@msn.com 

Publicity / Membership Chair—Brenda Jordan  •  Cell: (727) 420-1483  •   
email: SuncoastBB@tampabay.rr.com 



 

 

 SCBB Club Meeting — Sunday, December 15, 2013 at 12:30 p.m. (prior to the game).  

 SPCA Suncoast Foodraiser and Baked Goods Sale — Sunday, December 29, 2013 from Noon 
to 5:00 p.m. at the Stadium Restaurant.  If interested in baking something, please see 
Brenda.  Reminders will be sent out throughout December along with flyers. 

 Alzheimer’s Family Organization Gong Show — Saturday, February 1, 2014. Please let Virgil 
know if you are planning on attending.  Ticket money due by December 29th. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Dawg Chomps 
 

3rd Annual Charity Bowling Event for 
Alzheimer’s Family Organization 

Close to 40 people participated in the Suncoast 
Browns Backers’ 3rd Annual Charity Bowling 
Event to benefit the AFO on November 9th, 2013 
held at Lane-Glo Bowl North in Port Richey. 

The winning team was “Squish N Beef” from the 
Stadium—Mike, Liam, Trey and Jeremy. 

Stephanie Martanovic won best score for the 
Fun Third Frame—bowling between your legs. 

Ed Schenk won best score for the Fun Seventh 
Frame—bowling with your opposite hand.  His 
wife, Marlene, won the 50/50 top cash prize. 

There were lots of other prizes and loads of fun. 
We were able to raise $655.65 for the 
Alzheimer’s Family Organization.   

Thank you to everyone who donated prizes and 
participated.  Special thanks to Aileen Dununzio 
and Paula Donovan for running the 50/50 and 
prizes raffles for the club. 


